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Polar Bear Cub Continues to Thrive at 72 Weeks

Toledo, Ohio—Crystal, The Toledo Zoo’s female polar bear, and her 72 -week-old cub continue
to do well in their Arctic Encounter® den. The Zoo is currently monitoring their progress via video
monitors, and footage of them interacting as the cub is three days old and one month old is
available on the Zoo’s polar bear page: http://www.toledozoo.org/animals/polarbearcub2.html.

Toledo Zoo officials believe that this was the only polar bear born in a United States zoo in 2009.

The Toledo Zoo will be providing periodic updates of the cub’s progress on this dedicated polar
bear page. Visitors to the Zoo’s website will be able to see baby pictures and video as well as
read updates on the cub, culminating in the cub’s debut in the Arctic Encounter® later this spring.
Along the way, people can learn about the importance of this cub in raising awareness of the
challenges polar bears in the wild face as their Arctic habitat is lost to climate change.

Polar bear mothers raise their cubs in the seclusion of their dens. While they are denned up, they
do not eat or drink, using the fat stored on their bodies to live on while they care for and nurse
their cubs. Because of this, animal care staff has not been able to directly examine the cub. The
video feed, though, indicates that the cub appears to be thriving under Crystal’s care. Once
mother and baby are ready to emerge from their den, animal care staff members will be able to

determine the sex and general well-being of the cub.

The Toledo Zoo is open daily from 10 a.m. 4 p.m. and is located on the Anthony Wayne Trail (US
25), four miles south of downtown Toledo. For more information, please visit www.toledozoo.org
or call (419) 385-4040. Lucas County residents are admitted free of charge each Monday from 10

a.m. to noon. ID showing proof of residency is required.

The Toledo Zoo is committed to inspiring others to join in caring for animals and conserving the natural world. As part of that
mission, The Toledo Zoo is accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), a leader in global wildlife conservation.
AZA member institutions are dedicated to providing excellent care for animals, a great experience for visitors and a better future for
all living things.
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